
Oradell Public Library Minutes – Wednesday, March 9, 2016 
 
Present: John Trause, Sheila Sterling, Elieen Gabrielle, Claire Beslow (CB), Jim Lessersohn, 

Ann Sullivan, Carol Blakeslee (CAB), Joe Collela 
 
Absent:  Ed Pflegling 
 
Regular Business: 

 
a. Approval of Minutes of Meeting – February 10, 2016 (AS, EG) 

 
b. Approval of Financial Reports and Transaction Reports – February 2016 (approved 

as amended (CB, CAB) 
1. Went over Petty Cash and Receipts 
2. Reviewed Balance Sheet 
3. Decided not to consider new budget reports until we hear the results of the 

February 20 meeting with the Council  
4. Discussed Expenses 

a) Utility bill still much lower than last year 
5. Went over Transaction reports 
6. Discussed the Ronald McDonald Grant; postponed approval of the “end of 

the year report” until this item is clarified further 
 

c. Information Services and Youth Services reports (AS, JL) 
1. Discussed some specific items on the Makerspace report 

 
Closed Session (8:05-8:30) (CB, EG) 
 

d. Director’s Report (CB, JC) 
1. Talked about John’s discussion of programming—we are on target with    

meeting the suggestions that came out of the Customer Experience Survey 
2. Carol suggested that we have the teenagers at OPS or River Dell assist with 

technology at the Library 
 
Quarterly feature: Advocacy Sheet (BCCLS Trustee Education Committee): None this month 
 
Correspondence 
 
Old Business 

 
a. Budget Presentation Follow-up 

1. Jim suggested that we try to find community members to attend the next 
Council meeting (march 22) and publicly ask the Council to support the 
Library’s proposed budget 

2. Discussed possible follow-up questions 
 

b. Customer Service 
1. The executive summary is on the website 

 



c. Drop Video Rental Fees – will discuss at the meeting after we know what the 
Borough appropriation and budget will be 
 

d. On-line giving – John is working on this 
1. Discussed running a “pocketbook party”, suggested by Carol 

 
e. Reminder: Rescheduling Library Board Meeting in April to Tuesday, April 12, 2016 

 
f. Filling vacant Library Board seat – no news yet; the mayor will select a volunteer 

 
g. Insurance settlement: $35,000 ($20,192 final after the deductible) 

 
 New Business 

a. The Foundation needs a new treasurer 
 

b. Joe Carnevale gave a presentation on IRS scammers; he might be a person of 
interest for this, and John reported that he reached out to him 

 
c. Do we know any bookkeepers who might be appropriate for the Library; Dan 

suggested that we get “Quick Books” online to help us organize 
 

d. Sheila and Carol volunteered to help at the Makerspace 
 

Pubic Portion 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:35pm. (BC, EG) 
 
Next Board Meeting – Tuesday, April 12, 2016 (as rescheduled) 


